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Learning With Wit & Wisdom
The Daviess County Public Schools district recently

hosted a delegation of visitors who wanted to see our

schools’ implementation of Wit & Wisdom, the

English/language arts curriculum used in our elementary

and middle schools.

Representatives of Great Minds – the maker of Wit &

Wisdom and Eureka Math programs – visited Country

Heights Elementary School, Whitesville Elementary

School and Daviess County Middle School on Nov. 1. 

DCPS assistant superintendent for teaching and learning

Jana Beth Francis said, “Collaborating with Wit & 

Wisdom serves as a learning opportunity for both the

company and our district. It’s wonderful to walk through

classrooms and see the curriculum come to life. 

For me, I get an opportunity to talk about ways to improve

curriculum at a system level. As the company that 

produces Wit & Wisdom, Great Minds values the opinions

of teachers. These types of collaborations give our 

teachers opportunities to give feedback to the creators of

our curriculum.”

Guests included Dr. David D. Paige, associate professor

of literacy and research at Bellarmine University. 

Dr. Paige said he was very 

impressed by what he saw in our

classrooms. “Creating students with

good reading skills has proven to

be stubbornly resistant to 

improvement across our country,”

he said in a summary of his visit. 

“I recently visited Whitesville and

Country Heights Elementary

Schools to observe first-hand early

reading instruction with the 
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Wit & Wisdom program. I have never been so 

impressed. Effective reading instruction in the early

grades requires the skillful integration of activities that 

literally grow new connections in a young child’s brain.

When done correctly, these connections become an 

increasingly nuanced understanding of the English writing

system, or what is often called ‘The Code.’ This 

understanding is essential to fluent reading and the 

understanding of what is read. Good reading skills are

strongly connected to attainment of academic proficiency

on Kentucky’s end-of-year third-grade reading 

assessment. The Wit & Wisdom program brings together

the critical, essential skills that students must learn to 

become readers, and it does so with highly engaging texts

that grow the core knowledge that makes learning 

interesting to children. It was obvious to me that the 

faculty in these schools have worked extremely hard to

first understand and then to become highly skilled at 

implementing Wit & Wisdom. Daviess County is indeed

fortunate to have such dedicated educators. The adoption

of Wit & Wisdom, in combination with the sustained 

and focused effort by school leaders and faculty, will 

accelerate reading achievement over the ensuing years. 

I applaud the decision by district leadership to adopt 

Wit & Wisdom and for their tremendous support of the

hard work, personal learning, and implementation by

school personnel.”

Wit & Wisdom representatives Nicole Kramer (left) and

Emily McKean (right), listen as Whitesville Elementary

School student Liam Hardesty shares insights about his

engagement in reading and  language arts.

Learning With Wit & Wisdom

Learn More:

https://great

minds.org/english
g{tÇ~áz|ä|Çz

UÜxt~
aÉäA ED@EF

g{tÇ~áz|ä|Çz
UÜxt~

aÉäA ED@EF

https://greatminds.org/english


Kenergy recently hosted

their annual “Socktober”

drive to collect socks to be

donated to students in the

Daviess County area. The

campaign collected more

than 6,200 pairs of socks

from customers and staff

across the Kenergy service

area. Socks were given to

Family Resource and Youth

Services Centers in the 

service territory. DCPS 

received 2,643 pairs of

socks for our kids! Pictured

from left are Supt. Matt

Robbins; assistant 

superintendent for human

services Dr. Amy Shutt;

Kenergy representative

Jeanette Weedman; district

social worker Christy 

Dalton; student support

services coordinator Kristy

Brackin; and director of

student services Damon

Fleming. 

Thank You, Community Partners!

Kenergy Socktober Campaign

#KidsFirstGivingTuesday
The big day is almost here! #KidsFirstGivingTuesday is our local partnership in the

national movement that takes place the Tuesday after Thanksgiving each year.

Last year, #KidsFirstGivingTuesday donations supporting DCPS Family Resource

and Youth Services Centers totalled almost $12,000 – about $1 for every student in

our district. There are so many needs among students and families in our district, so

this year the Foundation for DCPS is challenging our community to double our

total with a goal of $24,000! 

In addition to #KidsFirstGivingTuesday, the Foundation for DCPS and our

FRYSCs have created “Owensboro Gives” to help increase awareness across

Daviess County about the benefits provided to our community by our generous

non-profit organizations. Click HERE for informational video! 

Mark your calendar for Tuesday,

Nov. 27, and support the 

Foundation for DCPS as they

support our students, staff and

families.

One hundred percent of your 

donations will go directly to our

schools to meet student needs. 

There are several ways to give!

Give online through the secure

#KidsFirstGivingTuesday link –

click HERE to go to that page

for more information.

Go to FoundationForDCPS.

WeShareOnline.org 

Mail checks to Foundation for

DCPS, #KidsFirstGivingTuesday

attn: Becky Whitehead, P.O. Box

21510 Owensboro KY 42304.

Or mail/deliver donations to any

DCPS school. Those donations

will benefit students at that

school. 

https://foundationfordcps.weshareonline.org/
https://foundationfordcps.weshareonline.org/ws/opportunities/KidsFirstGivingTuesday
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L096cumtBmo&feature=youtu.be


Want to Be the Best Teacher You Can Be?
Consider Earning National Board Certification

Are you looking for a way to be the best

teacher you can be for your students? 

The Kentucky National Board for 

Professional Teaching Standards is 

hosting an informational webinar at 

2 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 2, providing an 

opportunity for you to learn more, ask

questions and find support! 

Click HERE to learn more about the

NBCT process, including cost, eligibility,

registration dates and other important

deadlines, and information about the four

components of assessment. 

Click HERE to learn more about the 

Dec. 2 webinar, including the webinar

conference link. If you have questions or

need information, contact Teresa Smith at 

teresa.smith@daviess.kyschools.us  

Teresa is an eighth-grade language arts

teacher at College View Middle School

who has earned her NBCT certification. 

DCPS Staff

Celebration Schedule
The Daviess County Public Schools district will observe

staff recognition days on the following schedule:

Psychologists/therapists – Nov. 12

Office professionals/secretaries – Nov. 14

FRYSC/social workers – March 3

DCPS Kids First Day celebrating every member of 

our district team – March 27 

Transportation – April 23

Teachers/classroom assistants – May 6

Nurses and health professionals – May 8

Construction Update
This monthly report is provided by David

Shutt, DCPS director of facilities and

plant operations. His staff is committed to

ensuring safe, comfortable and attractive

environments for teaching and learning.

Athletic Field Renovations

Demo work has started at both AHS and

DCHS.

AHS Renovations

RBS is continuing work on the master plan for the AHS

additions and renovations.

2019 Summer Projects

Design work for DPES and EVES HVAC renovation 

projects are currently in progress and will go out for bids

in February. These projects will include replacement of all

HVAC units and upgraded controls at both schools.

Thank You!
A Message from the Superintendent
This week – Nov. 12-16 – is American

Education Week, an opportunity for all 

of us to consider how fortunate we are to

live in a country and a county that 

provides a free public education to every

child. We in Daviess County are 

especially blessed to have such 

outstanding schools and community 

support, and I want to personally express

my appreciation to those whose work on behalf of 

children makes our district one of excellence!

November also commemorates Educational Office 

Professionals Day (school secretaries). These dedicated

professionals truly support our schools and our mission of

putting “Kids First’ in everything we do. I am honored to

extend this special word of appreciation for our dedicated

office support professionals and all they do each and

every day! Click HERE for a special video in your honor!

This is also School Psychologists Week in Kentucky. 

I would like to take this opportunity to recognize the 

important contributions our DCPS school psychologists

and therapists make to the students, staff and families of

our district. School psychologists address the needs of

children and youth in many areas, including issues related

to learning and academic achievement, behavior and dis-

cipline, problem solving and social skills, mental health,

and family. Click HERE for your tribute video! 

This week especially, please join me in letting our district

office support staff, psychologists and therapists know we

are thankful for them! It takes a Family to make DCPS

Kids First!

Matt Robbins

David Shutt

http://www.daviesskyschools.org/userfiles/1710/My Files/PDFs etc to link in GV/NBCT general info flyer.pdf?id=41110
http://www.daviesskyschools.org/userfiles/1710/My Files/PDFs etc to link in GV/KY NBCT Webinar flyer.pdf?id=41109
https://youtu.be/mo9jm626Ljo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4tkF64Ivl6s&feature=youtu.be


Board of Education Update
James Morgan was elected

as a member of the DCPS

Board of Education on

Tuesday, Nov. 6, taking the

seat vacated by recently 

retired chairman Mike

Clark. Mr. Morgan will be

begin his term on Jan. 1. 

James Morgan was an 

agriculture/horticulture

teacher for DCPS for 

30 years before retiring in

2008 after a 31-year career in education. He holds a

Rank I from Western Kentucky University. He and

his wife Gayle have two children and three 

grandchildren.

James Morgan

Kids First in Safety
In light of recent tragic events in Kentucky and across the

country, DCPS director of transportation Downey Ward

and the Transportation Department share this important

reminder with our community.

Please take the time to read and reflect upon this pledge,

which was developed by the Kentucky Department of 

Education/Pupil Transportation:

I Pledge:

To have a POSITIVE ATTITUDE toward every school

bus I meet every day.

To remember that the precious cargo the school bus 

carries is someone’s child ...

... and that child is the future of my community and 

nation.

To not be angry when they STOP for students to load or

unload.

To obey the laws that are meant to keep our little brothers

and sisters safe.

To take a deep breath, leave a few minutes early and 

arrive safely.

They Voted! (Did You?)
East View Elementary School created an “I Voted” board,

inviting staff members to display their stickers and 

signatures testifying that they had voted on Election Day,

Tuesday, Nov. 6. We hope every member of the DCPS

team took the time to participate in this important right

and responsibility.

Send news about

school events and

fundraisers to

grapevine@dcps.org

Putting the ‘Fun’ in

Fundraisers!
Share information about fundraisers, camps and special

events sponsored by schools, clubs, organizations and

teams with our district! Deadline is Friday for news to be

published the following week.

Include brief description of fundraiser/event, including

dates and deadlines, cost or registration information and

contact name. 

Is Your School Doing Something

New, Exciting, Interesting?

Let Us Know!
Send photos and information to

grapevine@dcps.org



These weekly fitness reminders are brought to you by the

DCPS Food Services Department. We care about you!

Learn more at www.healthymonday.org 

Healthy Lifestyle

Tip of the Week

What is YOUR Role

in Good Attendance?
We all know that good attendance is essential for success

in the classroom ... but have you considered your role and

responsibility in ensuring that school is a place where kids

want to be? Review the messages on the sign pictured

above and ask yourself if students at your school know

you feel this way about them. Let’s all put “Kids First” in

our hearts and attitudes! 

AHS Chili Supper 

and Showcase
Apollo High School will host its annual chili supper on

Friday, Nov. 16 – the school’s largest athletic fundraiser

of the year. Tickets are $6 in advance from Eagle athletes,

coaches or the school office or $7 at the door. Serving is

from 5 to 7:30 p.m. in the Commons Area and the menu

includes chili, hot dog, chips, dessert and soft drink. 

The evening will also include sales of AHS Spirit Wear

and season passes to home basketball games. A silent 

auction is open from 5 to 7:30 p.m., featuring a variety of

themed baskets, wreaths, gift cards and much more.

A basketball showcase will feature eighth-grade boys’ and

girls’ teams from Burns and College View middle schools,

as well as scrimmages with Apollo freshman, junior 

varsity and varsity teams. 

Dance teams from BMS and AHS will perform, along

with the Apollo cheerleaders. 

No Grapevine

Next Week
Have a Happy

and Peaceful

Thanksgiving!



DCPS Snow Calls
When DCPS schools are closed, delayed

or dismissed early because of inclement

weather or other reasons, staff and 

families will be notified through Infinite

Campus Messenger. Be sure your contact

information remains updated in that 

system.

All changes to employee names, 

addresses or phone numbers must also be

submitted to the Personnel Department

with a Change of Status form; click

HERE to download and print that 

document. 

Please be familiar with information on

the following pages regarding DCPS

procedures regarding cancellations, 

delays and early dismissals.

Is Retirement

On Your Horizon?
If you are considering retiring soon, here are some things you

should know:

DCPS payroll employees will complete your retirement 

paperwork after you receive your packet from your Retirement

System, but in addition, you must notify your supervisor of

your intended retirement date and you must fill out the DCPS

retirement form for our Personnel Department.

It is best to contact your appropriate Retirement System and

make an appointment with a retirement counselor in Frankfort

to get the most up-to-date information regarding your benefits.

For Teachers’ Retirement, the number is 1-800-618-1687. 

Classified (Support) Retirement number is 1-800-928-4646.

Both retirement systems have web sites that provide important

information – https://trs.ky.gov/ for Certified employees;

https://kyret.ky.gov/ for Classified (Support) employees. 

Depending upon which retirement option you choose, both

TRS and KRS will need certain documents from you. In most

cases, you will need a copy of your Social Security Card and a

legal copy of your birth certificate. Some options require a

copy of your marriage certificate and your spouse’s or 

beneficiary’s birth certificate.

To obtain a Kentucky birth certificate, contact the Kentucky

Cabinet for Health and Family Services at

chfs.ky.gov/dph/vital/

To replace your Social Security Card, go to the Social Security

Administration website at https://www.ssa.gov/ssnumber/

The replacement of either of these documents may take several

weeks, so apply early.

If you have accumulated sick days and intend to send your

payout for these into a 403b, 457 or 401k, you need to have

your account set up with a DCPS-approved provider at least

two months BEFORE your retirement date. If you already

have an account set up with a provider, you need to notify

them of your intent to defer your sick day payout ahead of

time. There are regulations concerning when DCPS must be

notified in order to process this payout before your retirement

date.

It is best to plan ahead and not wait until the last minute to get

all your information together for retirement. 

Meadow Lands Elementary

School will host a retirement

reception for secretary Sherry

Ijames at 2:45 p.m. Tuesday,

Nov. 20, in the media center.

All friends and current and

former colleagues are invited

to attend and extend best

wishes to Sherry, who is 

retiring as the school’s 

attendance secretary. Light 

refreshments will be served.

Mike Clark will be the guest

of honor at a retirement 

reception at 3 p.m. Thursday,

Nov. 15, at the DCPS Central

Office. Mr. Clark recently 

retired as chairman of the

DCPS Board of Education.

Everyone is invited to attend

and honor Mr. Clark for his

years of service to DCPS and

the field of education.

Sherry Ijames

Mike Clark

Best Wishes

https://chfs.ky.gov/agencies/dph/dehp/vsb/Pages/birth-certificates.aspx
http://www.daviesskyschools.org/docs/Status%20Change%20Form%20Print.pdf


Please keep this document on hand for future reference.

Daviess County Public Schools
Cancellation, Delay and Early Dismissal Information

Your child’s safety is our top priority. During inclement weather, school leaders are “on the road” 

by 3 a.m. to assess travel conditions. We monitor weather forecasts and remain in close 

communication with other agencies as part of our process for making decisions to cancel school,

delay the start of classes or dismiss early. We try to make this decision as early as possible to allow

time for families to make arrangements for child care.

School closings, delays and early dismissals are posted on our district website (www.DCPS.org),

Facebook page (www.Facebook.com/DaviessCountyPublicSchools) and Twitter (DCPSKidsFirst)

and are reported to local television and radio stations as soon as the decision is made. We will also

communicate to families through the Infinite Campus Messenger system. Be sure your child’s

school has current contact information for your family on file so you may receive these and other

important messages.

WHEN SCHOOL IS CANCELLED — The decision to proceed with 

afternoon activities (practices, meetings, etc.) and/or evening events (games,

performances, etc.) is determined by the principal, in consultation with the 

superintendent, and is based on conditions and forecasts. The school calendar

posted at www.dcps.org includes information about make-up days.

WHEN SCHOOL IS DELAYED — All morning bus pick-up times and

school starting times will shift by one or two full hours. The school day will

end at the normal time and afternoon bus routes will run on their regular

schedules. In the event of a school delay (one or two hours), all preschool

classes are cancelled. See back of this sheet for school start and end times

with adjusted hours for one- and two-hour delays. Afternoon and evening 

activities will continue as planned unless weather conditions or forecasts worsen. 

Decisions about making up the time missed for a delay will be made on a case-by-case basis

in accordance with current state guidelines. 

WHEN SCHOOL IS DISMISSED EARLY — When school is dismissed

early, all afternoon and evening activities are cancelled, including After-School

Programs. Parents of children enrolled in After-School Programs will be 

contacted and asked to pick up their child; staff will remain with children until 

parent/guardian arrives. Decisions about making up the time missed for an early

dismissal will be made on a case-by-case basis in accordance with current state guidelines.

If you have questions about DCPS school cancellation, delay or early dismissal procedures, 

please call  (270) 852-7000 or write to contact@dcps.org



Please keep this document on hand for future reference. Area code for all phone numbers is 270.

Daviess County Public Schools

Audubon Elementary - 852-7150

Burns Elementary - 852-7170

Country Heights Elementary - 852-7250

Deer Park Elementary - 852-7270

East View Elementary - 852-7350

Highland Elementary - 852-7370

Meadow Lands Elementary - 852-7450

Sorgho Elementary - 852-7470

Southern Oaks Elementary - 852-7570

Tamarack Elementary - 852-7550

West Louisville Elementary - 852-7650

Whitesville Elementary - 852-7670

Burns Middle - 852-7400

College View Middle - 852-7500

Daviess County Middle - 852-7600

Apollo High - 852-7100

Heritage Park High - 852-7200

Daviess County High - 852-7300

School Start and End Times

Elementary Schools

Regular Start Time - 7:40 a.m.

One-Hour Delay - 8:40 a.m.

Two-Hour Delay - 9:40 a.m.

End Time - 2:20 p.m.

Middle Schools

Regular Start Time - 8:10 a.m.

One-Hour Delay - 9:10 a.m.

Two-Hour Delay - 10:10 a.m.

End Time - 3:15 p.m.

High Schools

Regular Start Time - 8:10 a.m.

One-Hour Delay - 9:10 a.m.

Two-Hour Delay - 10:10 a.m.

End Time - 3:15 p.m.

Central Office — 852-7000           Transportation — 852-7080

www.DCPS.org                           

contact@dcps.org
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